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GENERAL VANDENBERG: Would the RAF or the RAAF 
fly their missions if they were ordered to fly across 
the border? 

MR. MERCHANT: They have not been asked about 
this. 

GENERAL BRADLEY: I think we ought to require a 
positive statement from them. 

GENERAL COLLINS: It is necessary to know what 


their policy would be. 
MR. NITZE: The Secretary did discuss this problem 


with Sir Oliver Franks. They discussed the growing 
divergence. between U.K. and U.S. policies in the Far 
Bast. I think they have a good understanding of this 
range of problems. The U.K. Government, however, fears 
that we have a secret policy in the Far Hast~-namely, to 
overthrow Peiping. It fears that we are shifting to _ 
that policy. We, on the other hand, feel that the 
British completely misunderstand the requirements of the 
Far Bastern situation. It has seemed to us ‘that it 
would be necessary to send Mr. Rusk to London in order 
for each of us to get straight on these questions. 

MR. MATTHEWS: They are anxious to see him. 

ADMTRAL SHERMAN: He ought to make plain that a 
very grim view is taken here of the continued supply 
of Chinese Communist forces by British firms. There 
has been a recent shipment of rubber tires which is 
just another example of these supply activities. 
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MR. NITZE: They are building up trade between 
Hong Kong and Communist China. We are aware of this 
and the Secretary discussed the problem with Sir Oliver 
Pranks, who is aware of its serious implications. 

ADMIRAL SHERMAN: It is a dreadful thing to have 
going on. | 

GENERAL BRADLEY ¢ Commercial interests are being 
permitted to make money by shipping commodities to 
Communist China which Communist China uses to kill 
Americans. 

MR. MATTHEWS: That is one of the reasons why we 
ought to send Mr. Rusk over to London. Sir Oliver Franks 
sees this problem as we do. | 

GENERAL COLLINS: If 1/10 of this information got | 
into the hands of Senator McCarthy it would blow the © 
lid off the whole business. 

MR. NITZE: The MacArthur statement set us back 
a long way in terms of basic public opinion in the U.K. 
The British interpret this as indicating a lack of 
_ control of MacArthur by the U.S. Government. They think 
that the MacArthur policy is to shift the war to Peiping. 
The statement seriously increased British suspicions 
regarding U.S. policy and our ability to control MacArthur. 
On our side, we have got to make clear our position on 
the Hong Kong trading problem and on the need for U.K. 
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afford to sacrifice them. 


GENERAL COLLINS: What will we do about the Korean 
Government, the Korean Army, and refugees if general 
war comes? Will the U.K. help us with these problems? 

GENERAL BRADLEY: It is a U.N. problem which will 
have to come into any discussionof withdrawal. 

MR. MATTHEWS: How far have we got in discussing 
these problems with the U.K. ? 

GENERAL COLLINS: They have never been taken up 
with the U.K. 

GENERAL BRADLEY : We have got to resolve these 
problems not just recognize them. We have got to decide 
that so many go here and so many go there, and so forth. 

MR. NITZE: How soon would you like to discuss | 
these matters with Sir Oliver Franks, in a few days? 

GENFRAL BRADLEY: Soon. Let's throw the problem 
at them. One of the difficulties is that Tedder has oe 
sick and has been out a lot. Eliot won't get nave until 
the 15th or the 16th. Tedder and Sir Oliver are well 
iprouned on these problems and I don't know whether 
Eliot will be. 

MR. MATTHEWS: How about Price? Does he enter the 
discussions? 

Formosa 

MR. NITZE: We have one more question. It concerns 

the plans for a naval show of force. I wnderstand 


that 


that a task force is going through the Formosa straits 
and down to Hainan. Does the JCS have a view on the 
desirability of this? 

ADMIRAL SHERMAN: We have given them a job to do--~to 
get some photographs Boe reconnaissance purposes. The 
best way to get these is to use aircraft from naval 
vessels. It is not so much a show of force as a demon- 
stration that we are still on the job that was assigned 
to us last June. Last summer the ships were there often. 
During the winter they have been away. Now spring is 
coming and it is essential to go back on a tour through 
the area. | 

MR. MATTHEWS: Are these only U.S. ships? 

ADMIRAL SHERMAN: Yes, the U.K. takes no part at 
all in the Formosa operation. 

GENERAL BRADLEY: We can't maintain our position 
up north without any action in the south. 

MR. NITZE: The way this thing is handled will have 
an important effect in our discussions with the British. 
If it looks like a development of the MacArthur policy, 
we will be building trouble for ourselves. 

ADMTRAL SHERMAN: Nothing happens except that we 

would not 
go down there. We shaukd go while the Korean situation 
is bad. 

MR. MATTHEWS: Did they go all the way to Hainan 
before? 
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ADMIRAL SHERMAN: No, they don't have to go that 
far in order to get reconnaissance photographs. 

MR. NITZE: We agreed that air reconnaissance 
should go forward. Has that shown anything? 

ADMIRAL SHERMAN: There has been very little, if 
any, air reconnaissance so far. What we want to do 
is send in fast photographic planes combined with naval 
operations. We haven't had anything there except patrol 
boats. 

GENERAL BRADLEY: The photographic reconnaissance 
from the air has not started. If we don't do this,we 
will have to abandon the directive of last Summer. 

GENERAL COLLINS: I think we should do it and not 
tell the British anything about it. 

MR. MERCHANT; The British were in fishing yesterday. 
They informed us that a British cruiser had been sent 
on a diversionary sweep. 

ADMTRAL SHERMAN: They are creating a straw man. 
The U.K. is not a party to the Presidential Directive. 

If they want to discuss this matter, that is all right, 

but we should not let them nibble it to death by tactics 
like this. Any interference from then on our sending 

of ships to Formosa would require us to get a change in 

the Presidential Directive. 

MR. NITZE:. That is not the problem. We have got 
to face, however, the political problems involved in a 


show 





show of force. The normal movement of Ships down there 
is one thing, but a show of force is another thing 
altogether. 

GENERAL COLLINS: I did not know that we were going 
as far as Hainan. 

ADMIRAL SHERMAN: I think the project is to go ta 
the Formosa straits and to fly planes to Hainan. 

GENERAL BRADLEY: It has to do with the possibility 
of an invasion of Indochina from Hainan, 

GENERAL COLLINS: The French think that they can 
take care of any invasion from Hainan. TIdid sot know 
of any show of force in the area of Hainan. 

ADMTRAL SHERMAN: It is not a show of force. It 
is a routine operation to carry out the Presidential 
Directive. It is not a show of force any more than 
Ridgway's operation is a show of force. 

GENERAL COLLINS: They are not going to invade 
Formosa from Hainan, are they? 

MR. NITZE: I think we have got to be straight 
with our allies on this one. 

ADMIRAL SHERMAN: We have no allies so far as the 
Formosa operation is concerned. 

MR. NITZE: If we get hit in Japan and Formosa, 
we want it to be clear that this is because of a Chinese 
Communist initiative and not an initiative of ours. 

If we are not clear on this we will not have any allies, 
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The operation should not appear to be a show of force. 
It should appear to be a continuation of our previous 
operations. 

GENERAL BRADLEY: Is there anything to be gained 
by going to Hainan? 

GENERAL COLLINS: That is the question. The French 
think they can handle anything from Hainan. If we are 
doing anything to check up on a possible invasion of 
Formosa in accordance with the Presidential Directive, 
then we should go ahead with that. 

ADMIRAL SHERMAN: I will be glad to revise the 
directive. General MacArthur sent in a recommendation 
and we agreed with it,with some minor revisions. 

GENERAL BRADLEY: I think it should be limited to 
a spit ee on of Formosa. I think it should be 
related to their positions on the China coast. 

GENERAL COLLINS: Perhaps we can do something 
in terms of longitude for a change instead of parallels. 

ADMIRAL SHERMAN: I will bring in a proposal on it. 
T would be worried if we permitted ourselves to be 
restricted regarding the Formosa operation. 

MR. MATTHEWS: If it is just a resumption of 
previous operations now that the weather has changed, 
that is all right. 

Council of Foreign Ministers 

GENERAL BRADLEY: Shall we consider the status of 
the agenda of the possible meeting of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers. TI have spoken with Mr. Nitze about 
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